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OBSERVATIONS ON COMETS. 


A MONG the various observations on the comet now 
4\. visible, I have not seen any attempt to explain what 
influence such a body may have upon our earth, or any 
other planet, either as to attraction, or as tu any alteration of 
weather, &c. the authors of such having confined themselves 
solely to a scientific relation of the progress of the comet 
downwards to the sun, in the course of last spring; or 
of its declinations, &c. in its present ascension from that lumi- 
nary; and which can only be understood by the learned in 
science. I shail therefore take the liberty of offering to the 
‘public a few comments on the subject, which I shall endeavour 
to make as intelligible to any person who understands gur 
language as to astronomers, 

It is not known, nor perhaps never may, where the place 
of acomet may beat i's aphelion, or its greatest distance from 
the sun: some astronomers are of opinion, that it is @ 
Visitor to other systems, to which I am at present inclined 
to assent ; but certain it is, that it rises considerably above the 
Temotest of our planets, perhaps, to the utmost extremity of 
the solar system; where, being deprived of almost all solar 
light aud heat, it must acquire (within its atmosphere) a 
degree of cold beyond all comparison more intense than 
can be experienced by the remotest of our planets; and, 
on the contrary, at its perihelion or nearest approach to the 
sun,it obtains a degree of fervidity that would totally con- 
sume our earih, or any other of the planets! Being thus subject 
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tothe greatest excesses of heat and cold that an Opaque 
body can bear without annibilation, and in its progress dens: 
wards -end upwards, all the intermediate gradations of both 
affections. 

[t is not only a received opinion of astronomers, but ere, 
considered necessary to their theories, that the planets attrag 
each other, so as fiequenily to disturb the regularity of thei 
courses in their respective orbits ; and should that opinion be 
founded ou fact, it arust of course follow, that comets fiaye 
a simitar influence; but I think that the appearance of th 
present comet, as well us of all others heretofore observed, 
prove that no such influence exists ; fur if comets (which some 
time approach the planets neaer than one primary planet 
can approach avother), had any power -of attracting the 


’ . 
planets, it must appear to us by cePlaua peiturbations of the 


earl, such as ictarGgiong OF accelerallt 2 its progress, both 
diurnally and in its annual orbit, abridging the natural day 
when their motions corresponding with that of the earth, 
and when in oO} ition to Us Molou protracting tts curation, 
and by raising ligh tides at times, at ether times lowering 
them, and also. sometimes peilaps causting iour tides in the 


natural day. 

[tig scarcely necessary to say, that no such phenomena 
occurs, and if it should b alleg. ad that the comet now iv view 
could not cause stich appearances, not having sullictently ap 
proximated the earth ta do so; | shall prove that comets have 
approiched so pear the eaith as to atiect it in the manner 
stated, If they possessed the aitractive power attributed w 
planets among exch other. 

1 shall instauce but two,one of which appeared in the time 
of the Emperor Nero, which Seneca says was vot inferiorto 
1 


the sun in- masnitade, and the other about the year i680, which 


Heyelius obseaved did not scem to be less than the moon 
Thesg comets must, therefore, have bad an atiractive power a 
to the earth, at least « qual tu‘ the moon , if possessed ol such 
yet po observer has recorded any disturbance 
the earth by meaus of tre proximity of suci 


power, and 
suffe: d by 


ic 
comets, And if comets, witich after their perilels, may be 


considered a kind of de Wiuanwbvous bodt 3s, an OF COUrse DOM 


powerfully possessing the attractive influence than opaque 
bodies, bave not the powel of attiact Te the pl nots ata veal 
distance than the planets approu h each other, bow cat 
planc IS, i | upague, have uy power « i atiraciiig each other at 


“reater distances ° 


~ There is certainly an attraction betwec primary planets and 
ouud between Wem 
» Wiiicu l shall cu leavour to explain in the 
secoad part of my Uecatise, now in considerable rpme 


} 
theit Satelit s, by mecaus Ol a CouveXION | 


and th Deity 
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sess: but were [ to mention it here, it might canse an‘antici= 
pation of my labours ; this, connexion, however, does not 
exist between primaries nor between comets and othet planets, 
whether primaries, or their satellites; therefore neither have 
any known power of altractiog each other, . 
With respect to influen of weather, astronomers, “2€ 
st, so far as L have .conversed with them, will not allow 
that comets can have any on our terrestrial globe.’ T wil 
not insist’ that they have ;, bat | shall’ point ont what has 
partica arly occurred with regard to our weather since the first 
appearance of the comet {fo the present time. It is said to 
have been: first obstrved on the 25th March last, in its progress 
downwards, 2nd to have continu in view uatil aboat the 
end of May » ull l, ‘of course, it 3 2Y ogee, or nearest appro ich 
tothe earth downwards, aivst have happened’ some time in 
April, during the ¢ f which month; and for some 
timein the: beginning of OM. ry, the weather was-as cold as evet 


lp 
a 





reatel rt « 





known at ani ason of the year ; vere frosts, and desty¥c- 
tive arid Winds, cxecedin i frigidity any weather remem- 
bered nt that season, ‘tharkcd this period both before and 
afterthe anoece ; so that it would seem but natural to ascribe 
itto com Mary inf : und as that could not be effected 
by an attractive power, tt could not ba Cee aay ance ata 
in its frigid state dowawards, imbibiug part of the sélar heat 
that wonld otherwise incliorste the earth, and preserve its usual 
temperature. 

Further [ have remarked, that in some time after the comevs 
dissppearance, the weather was remarkably warm for‘about 
afortnight, in the beginning of July last, when the comet 
might be in or near its perihelion ; and’ that the earth, “by 
a transition constantly happening between heat and ecold, 


might then recover an une mmmon degree of he :4", proportioned 
to what it might have been deprived of by the comet In tlic 
previous spring. 

After this immoderately warm weather had cooled, the 
seasonable teinperature » succeede !, until this mouth of Se Ps 
tember, when the comet was considerably advanced ia its 
ascension ; it then becaine again uousually wartin, and ‘has so 
mostly continued until the 20th instant; and the cause of this 
immoderate heat may be the approach of the comet, now 
perhaps near its ascending perigee. 


i ied : 
lhis is by no means improbable, if it be considered what 


an addition of heat must vé brought to the earth’s vicinily, 
at least co: parative ly so, by a solid body, ceé rtainly larger. thag 
the earth, and reluming from nearly an appulse with the 


sun, preceded by a tail highly charzed with clecirie fluid, 
and perhaps near y fitieen millions of miles in length, by 
bearly six irilious of miles in its greatest breadth; this 
6M 2 must 








844 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


must create an universal heat in the course of the comet: 
progress, and would seem irrefragable proof of its effect oy 
our weathér; however, I do not at present insist on such 
ao effect, but if it exists, the present winter, should by 
a parity of reasoning, be most uncommonly severe, as to cold: 
and the experience of that season may be decisive on the 
subject. 

I cannot conclude without some observations on the tre 
mendous lightning and other phenomena that appeared og 
the night of the 20th instant. The flashes proceeded from 
the north, and were more vivid than [ recollect to have seen, 
and mare rapid in succession, and being unaccompanied by 
thunder, must be emanations from the aurora borealis, and 
perhaps set in motion by the action of the heat caused by 
the comet, being repelled by the emanations, both being 
modifications of the electric fluid, and it being the property of 
fire to repel fire,as I shall prove in the astronowic part of my 
work. 

During this elementary conflict, that is, from about nine 
to eleven o'clock P. M.the comet was invisible, being obscured 
by the clouds. But a phenomenon of most sjupendios 
appearance was observable in the N. E. poiut, or nearly 
in the apparent place of the comet about two or three 
o'clock in the morning. _ Tt resembled a vast column of fie 
shooting from the horizon, and sublending an arch of nearly 
one-sixth of the visible heavens, and shaped like a re 
versed cone, whose apex was at the horizon, increasing in 
breadth to its “upper extremity, where it was broadest, 
and its uppermost limb had an inclination or bending to 
the north. Its figure was in symmetry lke the comet's tail 
in every thing, but that it had much greater magnitade and 
more effulgence. [am clearly of opinion it was the iaage 
of the comet, highly magnified and reflected on the pax 
sing clouds, by some of which it was repeatedly obscured, and 
as often becaine visible again ; and in about the course of an 
hour and a half it shifted gradually in a direction opposite 
to that which should then be the apparent course of the 
comét, certainly moving in the direction opposite to the 
mnotion of the comet at that time ; but did not by any means 
¢hange its appearance as to magnitude, symmetry, or effulgence. 
This phenomenon wasobserved on the night of the 19th insiaml, 
but more faintly than on the 20th. 

Finally, [ have been ivformed by others, that the light 
hing was more luminous in the south, seemingly over the 
Wicklow mountains, than it was to the northward; It was 
represented as if the mountains were in a blaze of fire 
alternately obscured either in the manner of a stage curtail 
falling, and momentarily interrupting the coruscations, sad 
then 
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then again rising and exhibiting them to view; or as to 
the shifting of side scenes, sowetines unlolding the most 
astonishing scintillations, and alternately. cenacealing them, 
My situation, however, was not favourable to observe those 
southern flashes, but they are reported to have been the conclue 
sion of all these phenomena. 
WM. BURKE, 
Lucan, Ireland, September 23,1811. 





THOMAS PAINE. 


To THE I’RINTER. 


Sir, 
AVING met with a book, lately published in America, 
wherein the latter part of ile ule of Mr. Paine is detailed, 
and being well convinced, thai very lew copies have reached 


England, L am of opinion, that tne lasi coments of 80 extraors 
dinary a character, if kKnowo, mey a some degree atone foe 
the life of iniquity he led, by coucteracting those. pernicious 
doctrines he caused to be disseminaicd throughout the world. 
The blow he armed at our covsiiiviion fel] to the ground, 
leaving no trace of its effects behind. — the botions he propa 
gated respecting religion, (or, Haiver, his endeavour to extire 
pate religion from the lund), Lam teartal sill pervade the minds 
of too many. ‘Those infatuaid peopie will Go well to .come- 
pare the close of his lite wiih every other part of it. They 
will chen have sufficient reason to renounce so delusive and un- 
comfortable a sysiem. The author of the skeich of his life, 
Mr. Cheetham, of New York, seems to have got his intelli 
gence trom persous with whom Paime passed a great part of it. 
[cannot think of foilowing our author through the whole of 
his life ; thatis pretty well knowo in England : beiter for thous 
sands had he lived as wellas died ia obscurity. 

It appears he was soon tired of the republic of France, 
though his formes principles remained the same. He arrived 
at Baltimore on ihe 13:h of October, 1802, in company witha 
woman named Madame Bonneville, wiow he bad seduced trom 
het husband, and «fterwards cruelly treated. At the first ina 
he went to, he was principally visited by the lower class of emi- 
grants from England, Scotiand, and trelaad ; no respectable 
person would suffer his approach. He drank grog in the tap- 
Toom wiih all, and making free with all, he was daily intoxi- 
cated; his habitual diunkenness seems to have commenced 
with the French revolution. Mrs. Dean, with whom he alter- 
wards wdged, says he was deliberately and disgustingly filthy, 
a choosing to perform the offices of nature in bis bed. Inthe 

spring 
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spring of 1804, he returned to his farm at New Rochelle} 
engaged an old woman, Black Betty, who, it seems, was nearly 
his match for drunkenness ; they frequently, s 1¥S Our author 
would lie prostrate upon the same floor, quite drunk, swearing 
and threatening to fight, but incapable of approaching each 
other to combat; nothing but inability prevented a battle. Thos 
have I extracted a few circumstances which mark the charac. 
ter of this deluded man, at an advanced period of life. | His 
last moments cannot be better described than by quating a 
passage from a letter wriuen by Dr. Manley, who attended 
Paine during his last illness. About elevén months previous 
to his death, excepting the last six weeks, he was drunk twice 
aday. ‘The doctor thus proceeds: 

* During the latter part of bis life, though his conversagiby 
was equivocal, his conduct was singular: he would not be left 
alone night or day. He not only required to have some per 
son with hii, but he must sce that he or she was there; tnd 
would not allow his curtain to be closed at any time; andif 
as it would sometimes unavoidably happen, he was left alone; 
he would scream and holla until some person came to ‘him, 
When relief from pain would admit, he seemed thoughtfat and 
contemplative ; his eyes being generally closed, and his hands 
foled upon his breast, although he never slept without the as 
sistance of an anodyne. There was someting remarkable in 
his conduct about this period (which comprises two weeks im- 
mediately preceding his death) particularly when we reflect, 
that Paine was the author of “ The Age of Reason.” - He 
would call out duriog his paroxysins of distress, without inter 
mission—* O Lord help me! God help me! Jesus Christ help 
me!!!—O Lord help me!” &c. repeating the same expression 
without the least variation, in a tone of voice that would alarm 
the bouse. Lt was ihis conduct which induced me to think 
that he had absndoned his foriner opinions; and L was more 
inclined to that belief, when L understood from his nurse, (who 
is a very serious, and [ believe, a pious woman,) that be would 
occasionally inquire, when he saw her engaged with a book, 
what she was reading; and being answered, (Hobari’s Compa- 
niow to the Altur,) and at the same time asking whether she 
would read aloyd, be assented, and would appear to give pate 
ticular attention. L took oceusion, during the maht of the 5th 
or Gih of June, to test the strength of his opinton respecting 
the revelacion. [ purposely mode him a very jate vist; tt was 


a time which seemed to suit exactly with my crrand, it was mid- 


, 


night; ue Was In great distress, constantly exciauning in the 


words above-mentioned; when, after aconsiderabie preface, I 
addressed him in the following mauner :— 
“ Mr. Paine, your om ions, by a larec porte n of the com- 


munity, have been treated wits delerence ; you have nevet 
been 
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yeen in the habit of mixing in your conversation words of 
course; you have never indulged iu the habit of profane sWeat= 
Ing 5 you must.be se msible that we are acquaint ed with your re- 
ligious opinions as they are given to the work: W bat must we 

think of. your present conduct? Why do you call upon Jesas 
Christ to help you? Do you believe that he eon help you? 
Do you believe in the divinity of Jesus Cirist ? Come now, an- 
swerme houestly; [ want an answer trom the lips of a dying 
wan; for L verily believe you will not live four and twenty 
hours.” L waited some time at the end of every questien he 
did not answer, but ceased to exclaim in the above manner. 
Again L addressed him—* Mr. Pai ine you have not answered 


my questions—w ill you answer the: Allow me to ask again— 
Do you believe, or—let me quality. le fogs you wish 
to believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God ?” After a pause 


of some minutes, be answered, “ | have no wish to believe on 
that subject.” | then left him: and 1 know not whether he 
spoke to any person on that st ubject, though he lived, as | be- 
fore observed, till the morning of the sih. 

Thus we find him, on his deaih-bed, calling upon that God 
whose interposition he always denied—upon that Saviour, 
whose existence be never would admit—even afraid of disown 
shadow. The awful change he was conscious must soon take 
place, opened to his view that which convinced him of the 
reality of these things he had undertaken with such zeal to re- 
fue. ‘The reason for his declining to answer the close ques- 
lions. put to bim is apparent; the pride of his heart would not 
allow him to deckuwe-juliy and honestly that his former opimons 
were erroneous : the expressions alone which escaped from his 
lipsare sufficient; they speak more plainly the workings of his 
heart, than ‘he most solemn declarations he could have made. 
It may be thought by so ne a want of charity in me to expose 
the feelings ot adeparted man. [should 
hot to serve a peculiar purpose ; to set at rest the minds of 


those he has disturbed ; to expel the poison of infidelity from 


think so too, were it 


the land. 
T. H. 
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Commercial and Statistical Account of Pernambucco. 


PERM: AMBUCCO is a large town, containing 60,000 peo- 
. pie, and carrying on a great toreiga and domesiic trade, 
The coast near ui as verv low,sand the « ountry weil clothed with 
Wouds, in perpetual verdure ; whicn,. coatrasted with the white 
Collages scatiered along the shore,#tie indians fishing in their 
Jengadas or canoes, and the beauuful serene sky, affords to the 
Europe: n, as he approaches it, a most pleasing prospect. 
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The town stands on a great extent of ground, and many of 
the houses are well built, chie fly of stone, The streets are 
wide and spacious, the churches ‘are truly magnificent; and 
the images they contaia are immensely valuable. [tis SUpposed 
that the religious tori one-eighth of the population; aad of 
the continual c.owd passing through the streets, they make no 
sna! portion. ‘These people are dressed according to the 
order they profess, whether Carthusians, Grey Friars, or what. 
ever itinay be, One of these orders is particularly cistinguish. 
able, not only by being clothed externally very well, but by 
their fair round bellies, which appear to be, in general, weil 
lined, and much of the same cut with that of Sir John Falstaff: 
these are the Carmelites. 

Nearly half the inhabitants are slaves, who are humanely 
treated by the Portuguese, and make good and faithtul ser 
vants. Thére is a.market appropriated purposely for these us 
fortunate beings, where 2 or 300 are commonly seen huddled 
together, squatted on their hams like monkies, asd completely 
in cuerpv. They are thus exposed for sale, having been pre 
viously rabbed over wiih a species of oil, which gives thema 
glossy, shining appearance; and in addition, are decorated 
with bead necklaces and bracelets, to set thei off to advan 
lage. 

Pernambucco stands on two islands, and is connected toge 
ther by two bridges, one of which is a most beautiful structure, 
built | by the Dateh, when they took this place from the Portu- 
guese,in 1670. It consists of 15 are hes, under which runsa 
strong and tapid river, that comes maoy hundred miles down 
the country. 

On each side of this bridge are shops full of European mer 
chandise, particularly Eoghst manutactures, or, as they are 
called by the Portaguese, “ fuzendas 1° glesas.” {tv is only in 
the middle that a person ny 1ows he is on a bridge; he then be 
holds an opening, which, during the day, is often full of pa» 
sengers, enjoying the cool retre sshing breeze that comes down 
the river, and gratifying themselves with the prospect, which 
from this spot is truly delightful. ‘The river seen winding up a 
far as Olinda, which is seated on a hill; on either bank beau 


tiful white cottages, int rmixed | with mangroves and cocoa 
trees, and fruitful vineyards; the Ladians paddling vy down the 
river with their canoes, the fishe reine wheter & beach “drying theit 


pets, and nature displaying ber gayest verdure, form ahogether 
a coup dail, which it is impossible ad quately to describe. The 
other is a very long wooden bridge, in which there is nothing 
at all remarkable, more than being open to the breeze which 
comes down the river. Its on that account much resorted 10 
cially by the English, who, seated on each 
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side, often amuse themselves by critising, with the characteristic 
liberty of their country, the numerous passengers. 

Most of the houses in Pernambucco are lofty, and instead of 
glass windows, have green lattices, which have a pretty effeet, 
especially as all their houses are white, and frequently sur- 
rounded with beautifulevergreens. All these windows are pro- 
minent, not unlike the Elizabethan windows, seew in some of 
our old country towns. During the morning, the better sort 
of Portuguese are seen leaning out of them, muffled up in their 
long cloaks, and exhibiting a genuine picture of indolence. 
They never live on the ground-floor, which is commonly used 
for cellars or shops. The ladies are only seen towards the eyen- 
ing, peeping through the lattices; very few ever appearing in 
the streets, and then closely veiled, and in a kind of hammock 
with curtains, carried by two slaves on a long pole. 

There are a good many coffee-houses here, which are known 
by a small round board with caso de caffe written upon it. The 
principal one is kept by a priest, and ts the common resort of 
all the merchants, serving them as an exchange. Good wine, 
sangaree, and a tokerable breakfast, can be procured here at all 
hours of the day. Here is also an excellent billiard table, and 
several backgammon tables, well frequented, especially on a 
Sunday; the day these amusements are mostly followed, accor- 
ding to the custom of the Roman catholic religion. About 
eleven in the morning, the merchants make a tolerable show at 
this place, and a yood deal of business is transacted. 

Since the prince regent came to the Brazils, the trade bas in- 

creased greatly. Before this period it was carried on with Eg- 
tope jn large ships, similar to our Last Lndiamen; but it is of 
ourse now thrown open to all nations. 
_ The harbour of Pernambucco is wonderfully convenient. _ It 
is formed by a natural pier, extending in a direct line many 
wiles. This is a coral reef, so exactly straight and even, that 
one would almost imagine it the work of art. The vessels lie 
alongside each other in tiers, moored head and stern, about 
half-pistol shot from the shore, and close to this reef, which 
at high-water spring tides is nearly on a level with the surface 
Qf the sea, and forms an excellent barrier. ‘This place is in la- 
titude 8 deg. south, consequently the heat is excessive, the ther- 
mometer frequently being at 90 deg. inthe shade. During the 
hight itis always calm, with a good deal of lightning. About 
hine in the morning the sea breeze comes gradually, and is 
“fongest about noon; when by degrees it dies away into a 
calm, that generally takes p!ace towards sunset. 

The fish on this coast are very numerous, The siver near 
froambueco abounds with alligators, which are often destruc- 
We; and that extraordinary fish, the torpedo, is frequently 
caught here, The electric power is so strong in this fish, that 
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the line which catches him conveys. slight shock. .The blacks 
have a curious way of catching fish, which is thus performed : 
Qn a dark night, they go on jungados, (a sort of cance, com- 
posed of three or four long pieces of wood lashed together,) on 
which they make a large blazing fire, which instantly. attracts 
the fish, when they strike them with harpoons : mast of the 
fish wiih which Pernambuccg is supplied are caught ia this 
way. ; 


TOKENS.’ 


, . . al . : y 
4 ROM the inconvenience so generally felt in respect of the 
deficiency of small change,it may, perhaps, be snpposed 
by many, that this inconvenience has never been experienced 


4 this country to an equal extent: but “ there is nothing new ° 


under the sun ;” and amongst the many articles of :curious in- 
formation, to be found in the selection from the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, r: cently publisiied, we find an, interesting account of 
the “ Origin of Vradesmen’s Tokens.” It will be observed, 
that. the inconvenience which gave rise to the abundant -issue 
of tokens by tradesmen, previous to the year 1672, related solely 
taucopper coin. We must, however, keep in recollection the 
great difierence in value of the balfpenny aud farthing, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, and in the present day, when it re- 
quires some recollection to name any article of domestic con- 
sumption which can be procured forcoin of the laticr denowi- 
nation. 
ON ‘THE ORIGIN OF TRADESMEN’s TOKENS. 
« Tc appears, that from and during the reign of Elizabeth to 
that of King Charles II. the tradestnen and victuallers tn gene 
ral, that is, all that pleased, coined smal! money, or tokens, for 
the benefit and convenience of trade; an. for this there was, 
in a Mauner, a perfect necessity, since at that time there weie 
but few brass halfpennies coined by authority, and no great 
quantity of farthings, which, likewise, were in bulk very 
small. 


“ Now, this small money, by which I mean halfpence and 
y . 1 p , . _ 
farthines, was coined by the incorporation of cites and 


; i i - el, } 
roughs, by several of the cempanics there, aud by the trades 


people and victuallers at pleasure, both in them and in county 
villaves. [twas strack for necessary change ; the sorts were, 


as I said, halfpence and futhings - the figure was sometime 
eight square, but mostiy round, the devices very various, and 
the materiais were le ad, tl , COpper, oF brass. In ciires and 
larger towns, where many sortsof them were current, au idles 
man kept a sorting-box, into the partitions of which nat 
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the money of the respective coiners, and when be had a com- 
petent quantity of any one pe rson’s mouey, he sent it to im, 
aod got it changed for silver. ' 

« And in this manner they proceeded till the year 1672; 
when King Charles (1. having struck a sufficient quantity of 
balfpence and farthings for the exigencies of commerce, these 
Nummorum. Famu/i were superse sded,.and an end was put te 
these shifts and practices of the vic tuallers and TRENT ax 
being no longer either necessary or usetal. 

“ The enquiry, then, is, how this affair of coining Was ma~< 
naged, and conducted by the private tradesmen. At the ‘bos 
rough of Chesterfield, ia Derbyshire, Me. Edward Wood, and 
afterwards his son, Richard Wood, who weie both of them 
apothecaries, coined money, amongst others; and, on the 
death of the late Mr. Edward Wood, son of the said Richard, 
the dies and the press were found in the house, from whence we 
were enabled to comprehend the whole process, which may. be 
presuned. not’ to have been very intricate. These Woods 
coined only halfpennies, and ‘there were two sets of dies, one 
for the father’s, and the other. for the son's money, who, i sup- 
pose, had a set of dies made for himself on his father’s decease. 
They were apothecuries, as: has: been already mentioned, and 
the.device was accordinely Apolio Opifer. The dies, coasist- 
ing of au obverse and reverse, were weided on strong blocks of 
iron, and being trxed in'a very siimple screw-press, wroughp by 
haad, in the manner of ac \pstern with four, handles, many 
hundred of haltpence might be coined in a very. short tine, by 
two persons—one to ply ihe serew,.and.theother to take olf 


the pleces as tlic y were struck. 


LORD SHELFIELD’s REPORT: 

Supplenent to Lord Shetjicld’s Report [see, Pagé 629) of 

the 26th of July last, at Lewes, on.the prescnt State of 
the Wool Lrade. 

SEPTEMBER: 12, 1811, 

YHE same backwardsess to purchase, which took place at 

Lewes, prevailed at the other wool fairs, At Ross fair, as 

in most other places, little business was done ; the best Rye- 

land sold at from 2s. 49d. to @s. 64d. —Ss. was refused’ for 

Anglo-Merino wool, which was sold ‘last year at 5s. and 

at Coleford { ll, remarkable for fine wools, the prices from 

' 


Ramet } ' 
last your were greatly reduced, and some was sold as low as 


2s. id. It is the opinion, however, that wool will rise, es 


i Gloucestershire aud other parts there are very little fine 
woollens 
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woollens on hand, and a great demand for fine cloths at 
present. 

The Thetford fair was numerously attended, little business 
was done in the room, but there was an evideut desire in the 
buyers to purchase privately the best wools, at from 20d. to 
@5d. Some were sold at those prices, but a rise was expected, 
and the farmers shewed little disposition to sell at these low 
Fates. 

At Ashford fair in Kent (not long established), there was 
nothing done in South Down or fine Euglish wools. The 
detnand and value is rising considerably. 

At. Colctiester, only @1d. per ib. was offered for the best 
samples of Norfolk and South Down wools, and pretty good 
wools sold at 19d. The wool growers seems disposed to take 
nearly one-third less of the prices of late years, and the wool 
buyer seems highly unreasonable in expecting a greater reduce 
tion. Itmay be fartner remarked, that such is the indiscrimis 
nating ignorance of the manufacturer, that be is now daily 
buying inferior Spanish wools, by no means equal to fine Eng. 
lish wools, at very superior prices to what he will give for the 
English. 

Principal persons concerned in the import of foreigh 
wools, say, that notwithstanding the importation in the half 
year, ending fifth of July last, has been 3,140,676lbs. scarcely 
a bag has been received which would three years ago have 
been deemed of prime quality, and but comparatively a 
small quantity of seaperior seconds. Nevertheless, foreiga 
wools as above observed, when compared with British fine 
wools, obtain high prices, though they do not yie!d more 
than a fair average profit to the importers. A gentleman, who 
has just returned from Spain, whither he went last autumn, 
for the purpose of iuspecting the flocks and contracting for 
fine fleeces, says, that if the country were immediately re- 
lieved from the destructive warfare in which it is at present 
plunged, many years mustelapse before the flocks would recover 
their former state of perfection. There is now scarcely a 
pure flock in the country, and from the impossibility of ob- 
taining the usual succession of pasture, and other causes, the 
fleeces are generally very much deteriorated in quality. 
He accounts for the importation of woo! this year, by the 
fact that it has been composed chiefly of the interior woois 
which Spain was accustomed to retain for the consumption ot 
its own manufactures, very few of which have been able to 
continue at work. It is acknowledged, that formerly the 
greater part of these wools would soon have found market 
here. 

The current prices of Spanish wools have risen considera- 
bly, within the last three weeks, but in comparing these — 
wit 
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sth what have been obtained in the course of the last three 
o four years, reference should aiways be bad to the cir 
gmstanee above stated, asat least 25 per ceut. should be 
ddedto them. Thus, for instance,a parcel having the prime 
leonease marks, Was sole last week low, but the fleeces were 
very foul, and when put into the state in which wools of 
the same sort used to come, they will have ‘cost tlie pure 
dhaser about Lis 6d, or 12s, and even then, they will nor be 
ejuel in Quality, OM account of the commixiure of fleeces. 
Very large quaatines of Sorias have, in like manuer, beea sold 
low a8 at Qs. Sd. and at 3s per Ib. 

Thé sheep's woo! imported into Great Britain, on an average 
of four years, ending Sth Januery, 1811, was, 7,865,567\bs. 
ad the quantity imported in the half year, ending Sth July, 
Is11, distinguishing the countries whence imported, was as 


follows :<—= 


- Lbs. 

Germany and North of Europe, 41,594 
Portugal, - ~ - 872,081 
Spain and Gibraltar, - »* 92,147,696 
Malta and Levan, - - 49 034 
Treland and Isle of Man, - 3,696 
Cape of Good Hope, . 4,518 
States of Awertica, - - 7,103 
utile) 6 ee 12,741 
Prize, - - - - 1,193 

Total, 3,140,676 


The quantity of wool disposed of by auction, at the annual 
tale in lreland.on the @4th and 25ih of July last, exceeded 





the sule of the preceding year by 1305 fleeces, and has 
increased since the first institution, in 1806, from 100 to 
5249, fleeces. The late speculations and derangements in trade, 
do nat seem to have affecte! the wool trade in Ireland, nor has 
it suffered by the combinations of the jobbers. 


Lord Clermont’s 171 fleeces of South Down, 


sold at - - - - 6s. Sd. per ib. 
anounting to 15s. per fleece. 
Mr. Chritchley, sold at - - - 6s. 7d. 
Mr.Grierson, at - - - - 6s. Id. 
Mr. Owen Wynne’s, at - - - 5s. Od. 
for S29 fleeces, averaging 16s. Sd. per fleece. 
Sir John Seabright’s, at - - . Ss. 8d. 


his fleece weighing 5b. amounting to 18s. 4d, 


6 And 
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And the average price of the whole of the South Down woo! 
then sold, was 3s. 4d. per Ib. od 

Dr. Bitler’s 91 fleeces of Merino sold at 12s. 34d, per |b, 
Severs! other lo:s of Merino sold at 7s. 89.98, and 10s. per Ib, 
Mr. George Evans sold seven Merino fleeces for 151. viz. 7s, 6d 

or tb. r 

Lord Meath’s South Down on Wicklow, sold at 4s. 

The farming society of Ireland reports, that the introduc. 
tion of the Merino breed into that country, has exceeded 


the most sanguine expectations of the manufacturers, and 


pronused amply to repay the expence of the import of 
Spanish sheep; the avidity of the buyers to purchase the 
wool, must account for prices evidently beyond the intrinsic 
value of unscoured wool, The parcel which sold highest, 
was shorn from a portion of the flock imported into Cork 
Jast summer, and was considered equal in fineness to any 
that Spain could produce. The méanutacturers were perfecily 
satisfied with the manner in which it was made up, though 
merely river washed upon the sheep’s back. In every instance 
where the soap-washing had been used, the appearance of the 
wool was injured, and it was the general opinion that washing 
carefully upon the sheep’s back im pure river water was the 
satest and best method te adapt. 

The extraordinary advantage resulting from the cross of 
Merino South Down, appeared not ovly in the parcels ot 
wool of that description, but by the bigh prices at which 
they sold ; exceeding the rate of pure Merino in many 
nstunces. 

The farming society pay a just tribute tothe spirited exertions 
of Dr. Parry, who presented the society with aram, from which, 
on the South Down ewes of Mr. Grierson, the wool of sheep, 
one year old, attained the extraordinary price of Qs. Qd. per 
pound, unscouréd, 

The report farther says, that the South Down wool, and 
crosses of South Dow n, on Wicklow mountain sheep, &e. 
did not bring the extravagant prices of the last year, but 
sold in general very well, and would have sold much better, 
but for the inferiority of many parcels, from having beea 
bacly uiacde up, and from the want of judicious selection by 
some of the br: eders. 

Ai Rathdrum sinew of eattle in Ireland, on the 5th of this 
moath, Mr. Owen Byrne obtamed the first premium for 
ewe lambs of the cross of South Down on native Wicklow 
Mountain, and the wool was much approved and bore a high 
price, being ihe first cross of South Down, the progeny ol 
which are found to possess all the hardiness of the native 
breed; but the Merino wools were the favourites, and ‘the 
general opinion was, that a cross fiem the Merino and South 
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Down, if generally established, would be productive of asuperiar 


sowth of fine wool, Lcis said that most of the wool sold was 


bought up by Enalish factors, 

Prejudice, however, here in England, keeps down the price 
of Spanish wool vrown iu this country ; yet the spiried intro- 
ducers of the Spanish breed should not be discouraged. 
The produce ol Lod Castlereavh’s M rino flock this year, 
averaged Sib. Soz. per fleece of wool, washed on the sheep’s 
hack. Some of the ewe tages, clipt 7lb. Soz. it is deemed 
worth 8s. per Ib. at which price the fleeces, on an average 
of the flock, are woth 43s. each. A very considerabiy 
smaller protit would compensate for a deficiency of weight in 
The intelligence of our breeders will soon, by 


the carcase. 
m, as we deem wore 


crossing, bring the sheep to such for 
perfect, and 1 seems proved, tl the wool of the Spanish, 
crossed on Ryeland and South Down,is fully equal to the vid 
breed of Spain. If ihe constitu ion of the sheep that first 
arrived from that country cocs net completely resist’ our 
descendanis bred in Engtand will aequire 


climate, their 
be brought to bear the 


suficient hardiness, and even by degrees 
fold, if it should be required, as well as our own sheep; and 
the closeness of the wool, and the crusts of a Waxy inatter 
which peculiarly belong to the breed, ought to preserve them 
better from the inclemency of the weather, than the slighter 


feces of the Exghsh fine woolied sheep. The foot rot, to 





which the Spanish sheep seem liable, might be avoided by 


atiention and care. 





CURIOUS ADVERTISEMENT. 





e Pi following extraordinary notice appearedin the Oxford 


Journal of Fe by. 4ih. 1798: 


“ [George Rider near Stroud in the county of Gloucester 
Broadweaver at the desire of peepel here about do give pantis 
that Lhave inuktiated these too seazous past between 2 and SOO 
for the smale pox and but too or three of them died—A mainy 
peepel be a feard of the thing but es ‘ith itis no more than 


scrattina bitof a haulin their yarm a pushin In a_ peece of 
skraped rag dipt in sum of ibe poky matter of a cinid under 


the distemper—Thai every body in th nashion may be served 
I will by Gods willen uncertake to innockillat then with the 
pervizs r they will take two purges before hand and loose a little 
blad away, for half a crown a bead; and I will be bould to 
sy Nve body gees beyend m 

) “ N. 
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“ N. B. Poor volk at a shillin a head but all must pay for 
the pusgin.” 





OME of the Dublin papers, in their account of the toasts 
J drank at the Lord Mayor’s dinner in that city, state, among 
others, the following : 7 

“The memory of William Pitt, with three times three, ig 
solemn silence.” 

Sir Boyle Roach had a servant, who was as great an original 
as his master. ‘Two daysafter the death of the baronet, the man 
waited upona gentleman, who bad been a must intimate ‘friend 
of Sir buyle, for the purpose otf telling him that the time at 
which the funeral was to have taken place had beeu changed, 
oN, says he, * my master sends hiscompliments to you, and 
he won’: be buried “ull to-moirow evening.” 





LEXICON FISTY-CUFF GLUTTON. 
In usw studiosa juventutis, 


Tue tumene he~ is the general term for the fisty-euff art 

itself, and the love of it. One in the fancy 
means a practitioner, whether for love or money. Sometimes 
the epithet e/egant is used ; but we disapprove this as_pleonas- 
tic; tor it should seem to imply, that the clegance of the art 
might be disputed, which is impossible, 

A Giotron.—This is one immoderately greedy of the pase 
sive delights of a fisty-cuff baule ; one so addicted to the lux. 
uries of being beaten, that he will continue to feast upon them 
Jong after every ordinary appetite could be satistied, and will 
thus give more trouble to the person who exlertaixs him, than 
any reasonable guest would require of his host. 

A Mixuuinc.—A sound thrashing. 

A Dovarer.—A blow, that makes the modest but gratefyl 
receiver, double himself up. 

A FLoorer.—A knock-down flat, in any way or mode of 
execution in the art. 

THE KNOCK-DOWN WAS CLEAN —This is when the merit 
of a blow is so dx cisively titellizible, that the recciver, without 
one moment’s allowance jor criticism or hesitation, demonge 
trates the fact by an immediate ful 

NOBBING.—Giving siart, bat not the most effective blows, 
op the skull, 

Minpine —Getting an advei zary’s head under the left arm, 


and then being 2s bountiful to it as possible with the other. 
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Method of preventing Cold Feet at Bed-Time. 


RAW off your stockings just before undressing, aud rub 

your ancles and feet well with your hand, as hard as you 

can bear the pressure, for five or ten misutes, and you will ne- 

ver have to complain of cold feet in bed. [It is hardly con- 

ceivable what a pleasurable glow this diffuses. Frequent wash- 

ing of the feet, aud rubbing them thoroughly dry with a linen 
cloth or flannel, is very usetul. 





NEW CENSUS. 


HE census whieh has taken place throughout the king- 
dom shews, that there is a most extraordinary increase in 
the population of the country,though hy the excess of fe- 
males it proves the dreadful influence of the war on our men. 
In a pamphlet, written by Dr. Bakenbsidge ia 1745,he en- 
deavoured to shew, from a comparisan of the baptisms and 
burials within the bills of mortality, that there was at that time 
adecrease in the population of the metropolis. He estimates 
the number of houses, within the bills of mortality, in 1754, at 
125,302, which, at six persons to each house, made the popu- 
lation at that time 751,812, whereas in 1749 he estimated them 
at 774,948. 
Sir William Petty expected, in 1682, that London would 
goon constantly increasing ‘till 1900, at which time he thought 
the population would amount to five millions. 





A QUESTION, by P. Ninaas, of Tavistock. 





HREE unlucky boys, A. B. and C. being much addicted 
to apple-stealing, agreed to rob a gentleman's walled gar- 
den, and for that purpose procured a ladder, and placed it 
against the wall. The ladder measured 20 feet from the bot- 
tom to the top-bar, to which they fastened a rope, in order to 
let themselves down by. ‘The stave wheveunto the rope was 
tied was 1 foot 10 inches abeve the inside part-of the wall, and 
the bottom of the ladder, 14 feet from its base; the wall being 
2 feet thick, andthe rope hung close down by the side thereof. 
The boys having feloniously carried off 210 apples, agreed to 
divide them according to their size, viz. as often as A. takes 5, 
B. shall take 4, and ‘as often as B. takes 3,€. shall take @. 
From the above data it is required to find the share of eacle 
boy, and the height ef the wall. 
Vol, 51. 6 Q POE- 
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«“ N. B. Poor volk 


at a shillin a head but all must pay for 
the pusgin.” ; 














[IRISH BULLS. 

OMF of the Dublin papers, in their account of the toasts 
WJ diank at the Lord M ayor’s dinner in that city, state, among 
others, the following : 

“The memory of William Pitt, with three times three, in 
solemn silence.” 

Sir Boyle Roach had a servant, who was as great an Original 
as his master. ‘Two daysafter the death of the baronet, the man 
waited upon a gentleman, who bad been a must intimate friend 
of Sir Boyle, for the purpose of telling him that the time at 
which the funeral was to have taken place had been changed, 
“ Sir,” sayshe, “ my master sends hiscompliments to you, and 
he won’: be buried ‘till to-moirow evening.” 
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LEXICON FISTY-CUFF GLUTTON. 
In usum studiosa juventutis, 


Tue meee Ncw is the general term for the fisty-euff art 

itself, and the love of it. One in the fancy 
means a practitioner, whether for love or money. Sometimes 
the epithet e/egant is used ; but we disapprove this as_pleonas- 
tic; for it should seem to imply, that the clegance of the art 
might be disputed, which is impossible, 

A Giutron.—This is one immoderately greedy of the pas 
sive delights of a fisty-cuff battle ; one so addicted to the lux 
uries of being beaten, that he will continue to feast upon them 
Jong after every ordinary appetite could be satistied, and will 
thus give wore trouble to the person who exlertaixs him, than 
any reasonable guest would require of his host. 

A Miuuinc.—A sound thrashing. 

A Dovarer.—A blow, that makes the modest but gratefyl 
receiver, double himself up. 

A FLroorer.—A knock-down flat, in any way or mode of 
execution ip the art. 




















THE KNOCK-DOWN WAS CLEAN —This is when the merit 
of a blow is so decisively intellhpible, that the reeciver, without 
one mome it’s allowan eC jor Critic, 


in or hesitation, demonge 
trates the fact by an immediate fal! 
\OBBING.—Giving sinart, but not the most effective blows, 
op the skull. 
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Method of preventing Cold Feet at Bed-Tie. 


RAW off your stockings just before undressing, aud rub 

your ancles and feet well with your hand, as hard as you 
can bear the pressure, for five or ten migutes, and you will ne- 
ver have to complain of cold feet in bed. [It is hardly con- 
ceivable what a pleasurable glow this diffuses. Frequent wash- 
ing of the feet, aud rubbing them thoroughly dry with a linen 
cloth or flannel, is very useful. 





NEW CENSUS. 


HE census whieh kas taken place throughout the king- 
dom shews, that there is a most extraordinary increase in 
the population of the country,though hy the excess of fe- 
males it proves the dreadful influence of the war on our men, 
In a pamphlet, written by Dr. Bakenbsidge iw 1745,he en- 
deavoured to shew, from a comparison of the baptisms and 
burials within the bills of mortality, that there was at that time 
adecrease in the population of the metropolis. He estimates 
the number of houses, within the bills of mortality, in 1754, at 
125,302, which, at six persons to each house, wade the popu- 
lation at that time 751,812, whereas in 1749 he estimated them 
at 774,948. 
Sir William Petty expected, in 1682, that London would 
goon constantly increasing till }900, at which time he thought 
the population would amount to five millions. 





A QUESTION, by P. Ninnis, of Tavistock. 





HREE unlucky beys, A. B. aud C. being much addicted 
io apple-stealing, agreed to rob a gentleman’s walled gar- 
den, and for that purpose procured a ladder, and placed it 
against the wall. The ladder measured 20 feet from the bot- 
tom to the top-bar, ta which they fastened a rope, in order to 
let themselves down by. The stave wheveunto the rope was 
tied was 1 foot 10 inches abeve the inside pact-ef the wall, and 
the bottom of the ladder, 14 feet from its base; the wall being 
2 feet thick, and-the rope hung close down by the side thereof. 
The boys having feloniously carried off 210 apples, agreed to 
divide them according to their stze, viz. as often as A. takes 5, 
B. shall take 4, and ‘as often as B. takes 3,€. shall take 2. 
From the above data it is required to find the share of eac!s 
boy, and the height ef the wall. 
f g 
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For the Wetxty ENTERTAINER. 
FEMALE BEAUTY. 
Brat , 80 differs in degree, 


And more or less is blended, 
To make it such to you, and me, 
Much be or changed, or mended. 


Hence take a grace, or give a grace, 
Nay, run the changes over; 

Review the work, inspect the face, 
Some failing you'll discover, 


Unite in females all the ties, 
And characters that suit ye; 

Alas! away the phantom flies ; 
*T was but ideal beauty. 


It is not this, nor is it that, 
Which our affection raises ; 

Nor can you rightly tell me what 
So much enchants and pleases. 


*Tis not the shape, the age, the size, 
That love is found to rest on; 

But always something else we prize, 
If we resolve the question. 


Not the arch’d brow, or Roman nose, 
A skin of finest texture; 

Nor whiter teeth, in even rows, 
Which speak without a lecture, 


No: These alone will not suffice, 
To make them lovely creatures ; 

*Tis something more than form and eyes, 
Or bloom upon the features. 


Fancy can give the mimic charms, 
Which kindle fond desire; 

Tis this at first the soul disarms ; 
*Tis this that feeds the fire: 


Warm fancy is the subtile cheat, 
To captivate a stranger, 

This makes the passions glow with heat, 
And leads the soul to danger. 


The soften’d blush, and coral lip, 
Such charms at once discloses ; 

We steal a kiss, and fondly sip 
Sweets beyond those of ruses. 


The fine-turn’d neck, the vivid eye, 
And bosom gently heaving, 
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Where sportive loves in ambush lic, 
We sigh to think of leaving. 


Then, in the blush and form combin’d, 
Does beauty keep her revel ? 

Not always; for within we find, 
At times, a littl d——1. 


Nature, so bountiful and fair! 
Whose works have certain graces 

Form’d females wisely as they are, 
With some imperfect traces. 


Had all those favours met in one, 
And excellence united ; 

She would have fled the race of mer 
And carthly bonds have Sighaed.” 


Hence, take the girl, whose noble sou] 
Is seen in artless action : 

With honour court her mild controul, 
Nor differ ’bout a fraction. 


Complexion is below your care, 
If form and mind are pleasing ; 
: 
I'd have her not exceeding fair, 
Nor an adept at teazing, 


Not nervous, fickle, vain, or weak, 
Nor either bold or fearful; 

With knowledge how, and when to speak, 
And always kind and chearful, 


Of gen’rous turn, and graceful mien, 
Alive to real merit; 

With taste and judgement rathet keen, 
And of a lively spirit. 


Tis here, some mingled graces join, 
And will attract devotion ; 

When manners of the gentlest kind 
Are seen in every motion. 


Such sweetness sheds athousand rays 
Of loveliness and pleasure, 
Over her free and gentle ways; 


How rare the wonted treasure ! 


No wayward gloom, or mental night, 
Becloud the welcome hours; 

Her aspect is serenely bright ; 
Her paths are strew’d with flowers. 


Yet, after all, our anxious hearts 
May spurn at love’s soft passion, 

If perfect symmetry of parts 
Can only beauty fashion, 

In Heav’n ’tis seen, and only there, 
Transcendently reflective ; 

The few faint traits we know, while here, 
‘rc fleeting and defective. 


What daring pencil, then, can sketch 
oy € lineaments of beauty? 
The task is far beyond the stretch 
0 Y; genius, love, or duty. 
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SEPARATION.-—TOA FRIEND, 





AD I the lyre rhat fam'd _Ferpander strung, 
Arion’s art, and Sapphe’s twaeful tongue; 
Coutd [, dike them, coumaand ehe crilling g Strings 
To frien: dsbip’s sacine a oahler verse I” at bring 5 
Could I command a ap ark of Cliv’s fire, 
To thee, my friend, U'd tune the speaking wire, 
And catch the balin that music can impart 
To sooth the soseows of @ grousging heart. 


Such was thipe act, when theu command’st the shell, 
In sombrots grave, vr meditative dell, 
Where placid peace, aad sweet Harmonia jomn'd 
‘To fill the soul with extacy regu’d. r 
Delicious reigat why, kee the audnight flow’, 
Display sych chasms, aad saatch them in an hgur? 
Oh expectanoat why ous hearts clate, 
And then consign them to the frows of fate ? 
Who sought to check our joys, while pure they ran, 
And separation work’dthe wayward pian, 
As she receding draga’d me at her car, 
A murky halo circled tereedship’s stac. 






How often thus, wica contemplation’s eye 
B hx aida the Woudruus } 
Rapt with che varied tints that intervene, 
A cloud impervious mars the splendid scen 





Ofaulies Of the sky, 





Now far from thee, aud thy endearing plains, 
Vlute are my lute’sexhilaratu ng SOTRENS 5 
Strung by the hand of unawatling woe, 
In melancholy trains its gumbers flow 
In vain shall hope hee swe net as sistance spare, 
Her brightest ray is darken’d by despair ; 
In vain her charms shall vivid fancy ‘lend 
The mind’s a chaos whea it want's a friend. 

A. KRYNE. 
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RBTILREMENT., 


(i com Floman.) 


Se ESTER’D in this lone retreat, 
W herecims with shacowy branches mect, 
My days glide peaceful by ; 
*Tis not in pleasure that b find 
‘The secrete of the blissfulmind, 
But in tranquillity. 
Fruits blush in ripeness.on my bowers, 
Earth at my. feet buds farth.in flowers, 
Heaven’s azure smules on high; 
If blackness gather ia the blast, 
‘The storm is in amonment pasts, 
The ratnbow paints the sky. 
The wanderer, in the world destrest, 
Feels peace revive withia hes breast, 
At distance from the throng ; 
The streain, which fuanung rocks detain, 
Heaves turbid "ali at bathes the plain, 
Theo caluly wiads aiyng. 
MOSCHUS. 
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